
   

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that you are enjoying your summer!  Below you will find important information 

pertaining to the upcoming school year.   

 

ORIENTATION 

Incoming freshmen and all new students will begin the school year with a half-day orientation on Friday, 

August 26. The students will have the opportunity to meet the staff, tour the building, sign up for clubs and 

activities, meet student leaders, and acclimate themselves to their new school environment. Orientation will 

begin in the cafeteria at 7:40 AM.  Students will be served lunch at 11:15 AM and be dismissed at 11:45 AM.  

Upperclassmen that are new to the district are also welcome to attend orientation on August 26.   

All freshmen should bring their old Chromebook from last school year with them on August 26 so that they 

can exchange it for a new Chromebook. 

 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

Last year, the high school switched to an alternating block schedule.  The feedback we received from teachers and 

students was overwhelmingly positive.  The longer class periods allow teachers an opportunity to provide enriched 

activities and more in-depth discussions.  The alternating format allows our full credit courses to run for the entire 

year which prevents learning gaps. 

 

The bell schedule is listed below.  Courses meet every other day with full credit courses running for the entire 

school year.  Students may schedule up to eight courses/credits and the classes students attend every day will 

alternate following and even/odd rotation.   

 

Our first day of school, Monday, August 29, we will run an ODD day schedule.  Students should report directly to 

first period class. 

 

Block Schedule Odd or Even Day Times 

Block 1 Period 1 or 2 7:40 - 9:05 

Block 2 Period 3 or 4  9:10 – 10:35 

Block 3 Period 5 or 6 10:40 – 12:35 

           Lunch A           10:35 – 11:05  

           Lunch B           11:20 – 11:50  

           Lunch C           12:05 – 12:35  

Block 4 Period 7 or 8 12:40 – 2:05 

           Student Dismissal  2:05 

 

 

The district is also providing a K-12 online program once again this year.  At the high school, all courses offered in 

person will not be offered through the online program.  If you are interested in learning more about the online 

program, please contact Dr. Alexandra Mindler at 484-373-6000 or amindler@wilsonareasd.org. 
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PERMISSION TO LEAVE SCHOOL 

One thing we learned last year is that students and parents enjoyed the flexibility of longer periods and an open 

campus environment, meaning students grades 10 – 12, without a class, do not need to report to school during that 

block.  With parental permission and good grades, we will continue to follow the open-campus concept this year.  

Students with a “C” average or above in all subjects and with parent permission will not need to report to study 

hall.  This privilege will be offered to all students in grades 10 – 12 from the beginning of the year.  Freshmen will 

be able to apply for the privilege in the second semester.  Be on the lookout for paperwork that will be sent home 

with students on the first day of school. 

 

 

PAPERWORK AND SKYWARD 

The Wilson Area School District is asking that parents and guardians update family and student information online 

by logging into Skyward Family Access.  The district seeks to ensure that we have the most current and accurate 

information regarding our students. We request that all families, even if there are no changes from the prior year, 

log in and complete the update prior to the start of the school year.  When you login, you will find the Annual 

Student Information Update tab on the left hand navigation menu. 

   

******Please Note:  The skyward mobile app that you may have downloaded on your smartphone from the app 

store is limited in its functionality.  In order to complete this online update of information, you will need to use a 

web browser. This can be any web browser, even on your phone. (I.e. Google Chrome, Internet Explorer, Safari, 

etc.) The updating of information is not available in the mobile app.****** 

 

****If you do not have access to a computer, public kiosk computers are available at each of our school 

buildings, including the administration building.  These computers are available for you to use during 

normal business hours.  Please contact the school or the administration building for further information**** 

If you need your Skyward Family Access login information, please contact Mrs. Shatto in the main office.  Thank 

you for your cooperation in updating your child’s family and emergency contact information.  

 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  

The high school will hold an evening Open House on Wednesday, August 31st from 6:00-8:00 PM. This Open 

House will provide parents with an opportunity to walk through their child’s schedule, meet the teachers, hear about 

courses, expectations, and all of the exciting things that will be happening during the year. The event will begin at 

6:00 PM in the auditorium with a brief presentation by Principal Martuscelli and Assistant Principal Beitler. After 

the completion of the presentation, parents will ‘walk through’ their child’s schedule, spending about 10 minutes in 

each class.   We feel that this is an important and valuable event for all parents, regardless of the grade your child is 

in.  Among other things, you will have an opportunity to exchange contact information with the teachers and 

express any concerns or suggestions you have for teachers working with your son or daughter.  Be sure to mark this 

date on your calendar! We look forward to having a great turn out for the August 31st Open House. 

 

 

PARKING PERMITS 

Permit applications will be available for seniors only beginning August 26 from 7:00-2:00 in the high school 

office.  Seniors must come into the office for their applications. Applications will be available to underclassmen 

beginning September 12. Completed applications must be returned, accompanied by a $2 fee, and signed by a 

parent/guardian.   Permits will be distributed to seniors on the first day of school and must be properly displayed in 

the vehicle. Permits are distributed at the discretion of the administration and district rules apply.  Students 

parking in the student lot as of September 12 must have their permits displayed. Vehicles without properly 

displayed permits will be tagged with a violation sticker and possibly towed at the student’s expense.   

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER READING 

Summer reading is a critically important experience that keeps students learning and engaged in the wonderful act 

of reading, even when the school year is over.  Please make sure your students are aware of their summer reading 

requirement and encourage their timely completion.  (See Below) 

 
English 9 Honors: The Sun is Also a Star, Nicola Yoon. 

English 10 Honors: The Catcher in the Rye, by J.D. Salinger; Oedipus Rex, by Sophocles. Students should read the 

Penguin Classics version of Oedipus, translated by Robert Fagles. NOTE: This text includes three plays.  Students 

should only read Oedipus the King, not the other two plays. 

English 11 Honors: Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini and Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury. 

Eleventh Grade Advanced Placement Composition: The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Kite 

Runner, by Khaled Hosseini, and Their Eyes Were Watching God, by Zora Neale Hurston. 

English 12 Honors: The Tempest, by William Shakespeare; Dracula, by Bram Stoker; 1984, by George Orwell. 

Twelfth Grade Advanced Placement Literature: Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley; 1984, by George Orwell; A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, by William Shakespeare.  

 

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE 

Each year parents have the opportunity to purchase supplemental student Healthcare Insurance.  Even though the 

supplemental insurance is inexpensive, few families take advantage of purchasing it, and every year I have the 

unpleasant task of informing a parent that the school cannot pay a deductible or cover a bill that another insurance 

company declined to pay.  I encourage parents to consider purchasing the supplemental insurance in the beginning 

of the year to avoid unfortunate problems later.  The cost to insure your child during school hours is only $30/year 

and $113/year for 24-hour coverage.  The insurance can be purchased online through the district’s website by 

clicking parents and students and looking under the forms link.  The district website address is:  

www.wilsonareasd.org 

 

The district insurance provided for cheerleaders, athletes and marching band students will have a deductible of 

$250 per injury.  The supplemental insurance is an option in addition to the district provided insurance. 

 

 

VARSITY W MEMBERSHIP 

Come support Wilson Area athletics! The Varsity W Club is a volunteer organization that supports all Wilson Area 

School District athletic programs. Parents, guardians, alumni, and community members are encouraged to get 

involved. Your membership and participation enhances and supports our athletic programs. The Wilson Varsity W 

Club funds the following: annual bonfire, senior days, athletics concession stands, scholarships, All Sports Banquet, 

and team fund requests. There are numerous volunteer positions available. If you are interested in becoming a 

member of the Varsity W Club or only interested in volunteering, please email The Varsity W Club 

at wilsonwclub@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:wilsonwclub@gmail.com


SENIORS/SCHOLARSHIPS 

There are many scholarships available for seniors planning to further their education after high school.  We 

encourage seniors to visit the guidance office website where all scholarships will be listed as well as applications.  

We encourage all seniors to apply for scholarships.  The guidance office website is:  

https://sites.google.com/a/wilsonareasd.org/wilson-area-high-school-guidance-office/home  

 

 

REPORTING TO SCHOOL 

Each day, students should be reporting to school between 7:30 – 7:35 AM.  First block class begins at 7:40 AM; 

students arriving at or after 7:40 AM will receive disciplinary consequences and more importantly will be missing 

valuable instructional time.  We should not experience a rush of students attempting to make it into the building at 

7:40 AM.  It will be impossible for these students to be in class on time.  Please stress with your son/daughter the 

importance of arriving on time to school. 

 

 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

In addition to the graduation requirements of Wilson Area School District, students must meet the state graduation 

requirements of scoring proficient or advanced on each Keystone Exam (Algebra 1, Literature, and Biology).  

Students who did not demonstrate proficiency through Keystone testing will meet the Pennsylvania statewide 

graduation requirement through an alternative pathway.  The state provides four additional options: 

 Keystone Composite Pathway 

 Alternative Assessment Pathway 

 Evidence Based Pathway 

 CTE Pathway 

 

Seniors that did not demonstrate proficiency on all three exams will be scheduled to meet with a high school 

administrator to develop an individualized graduation plan aligned with an approved pathway. 

 

 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 

The high school is determined to limit the amount of traffic we are experiencing on Warrior Lane at arrival and 

dismissal.  We want to ensure our students have a safe environment when they walk home, are picked up, or head 

to extracurricular activities.  To ensure the safety of all students, the following drop off and pick up procedures 

must be followed: 

 
Drop off:  Between 7:15 AM and 7:40 AM traffic flow on Warrior Lane will be restricted to one way.  Cars may 

stop along the curb to drop off, however, drop offs may only occur on the East side of Warrior Lane; this is the side 

directly in front of the main high school entrance.  Cars traveling South on 22nd Street will need to go up 

Washington Boulevard to 21st Street, make a right onto 21st Street, a right onto Butler Street and a right onto 

Warrior Lane so that students can safely be dropped off in front of the high school.  This one-way flow of traffic 

will help to keep our students safe during the busy traffic time. 

 

Pick-up:  Warrior Lane is closed in both directions at dismissal.  Parents picking up their children are asked to enter 

the small parking lot on the corner of Butler Street and wait for students to be dismissed.  Cars should NOT park 

along the curb at dismissal.  When exiting the parking lot, you must turn right and head toward the traffic 

light. 

 

While classes are dismissed at 2:05, the dismissal area is still an extension of the school day and we take great 

effort to ensure that students are always safely monitored by staff.  It is expected that students go directly to their 

after school extra-curricular activity or go home.  Loitering in and around the building will not be permitted and 

students will be asked to leave.  The same behavioral expectations during the school day are expected at dismissal 

time and while on all district property. 
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AFTER SCHOOL HELP 

The library remains open after dismissal for an additional 45 minutes each day.  Teacher’s and instructional aides 

are assigned to the library after school every day to provide supervision and more importantly, tutoring and extra 

help.  Students can report to the library after dismissal to work on homework or to receive extra one on one help. 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 

Breakfast and lunch can be purchased at school.  The cost for breakfast is $1.20 and lunch is $2.25.  Money should 

be placed on your child’s lunch account using Skyward.  If you have qualified in the past for free or reduced lunch, 

you will need to re-qualify and fill out a free/reduced lunch form.  Forms can be found on our district website by 

selecting parents & students and then forms. 

 

To make an online payment, follow these steps: 

 Visit our district website at www.wilsonareasd.org 

 Click on the Skyward link 

 Enter your login ID and password 

 Click on the Food Service tab 

 Make a payment using a debit or credit card 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

August 8 – Official beginning of the Football/Golf season 

August 15 – Official beginning of the Fall Sports season   

August 26 – Freshman Orientation 

August 29 – First Student Day – ALL STUDENTS 

August 31 – High School Open House 6 pm – 8 pm 

September 1 – Sophomore Class Ring Assembly 

Sept. 2-5 – Labor Day Holiday – No Classes 

September 14 – Picture Day 

September 20 – Financial Aid Night 6 pm 

October 1 – Homecoming  

October 27 – Evening Pep Rally – 6 pm & Bonfire to follow 

November 17 – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Visit Our Website 
 

Click on www.wilsonareasd.org for all of the 

latest information on events at the high school, 

directions to sporting events, and important 

student links. 

 

In an effort to save paper we will not be mailing 

newsletters home during the school year, 

however we will be posting them on our website 

as well as in the Wilson Area School District 

App. 
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